SUMMARY OF COAST GUARD SAR ASSISTANCE AND SALVAGE POLICIES

FOR AUXILIARY COXSWAINS

The goal of the Maritime SAR Assistance Policy and General Salvage Policy is to assure
that timely and effective assistance is provided to mariners without placing any particular
responding entity in a position of advantage over another. (3.A, 3.B.4.b) Toward that end, the
Coast Guard may use any and all assistance necessary to mescue and aid persons and to protect
and save property, although there is no legal duty for the Coast Guard to undertake any particular
rescue mission. (3.B.3.a) Available resources include the Coast Guard and Coast Guard Auxiliary
as well as commercial, volunteer, and other govemment agencies. (3.B.3.b-c)

(1) DISTRESS CASES (boat or person threatened by grave or imminent danger
requiring immediate response). (3.B.2.b) In distress cases, the Coast Guard and Auxiliary are
permitted to respond immediately without concern for conflict with private enterprise. (3.B.5.a,
3.B.6.b.1) "Distress" is defined broadly: if there is "any question as to the degree of danger to
persons or property" the case is considered distress until proven otherwise. Some of the factors
which the SAR Mission Coordinator (SMC) may consider in classifying a case as "distress"
include: "nature of the situation; position or lack of known location, type, size, reported condition
of vessel, food, water, emergency signaling devices, and survival/life saving equipment onboard,
visibility, including daylight or darkness conditions; tide and current conditions, and the ability of
the vessel to anchor; present and forecast weather including wind and sea conditions, air and sea
temperature; special considerations such as number of personnel on board, age, health, and special
medical problems; ability of the vessel to maintain reliable communications...; degree of concern
of the mariner for safety of the occupants of the vessel...; [and] the potential for the situation to
worsen." (3.B.6.a) :

In distress cases, normally the first resource on scene capable of stabilizing and handling
the situation provides assistance and completes the case if desired. Upon arrival, if you discover a
prior responder on scene, inform the SMC whether that responder's assistance is adequate and the
situation is under control. 1If the prior responder does not have the situation under control, the
SMC may direct you to attempt to stabilize the situation; once the situation is stabilized, if the
first responder appears capable and willing to conclude the case, notify the SMC and await further
instructions. (3.B.6.b.2-3) While on scene, if you believe that no further emergency exists, notify
the SMC who may then reclassify the case as non-distress. (3.B.6.b.4)

(2) NON-DISTRESS CASES. The Coast Guard normally does not provide immediate
assistance in non-distress cases where alternative assistance is available. (3.B.5.d; 3.B.6.c.1(2)) If
a commercial provider is available and can be on scene within a reasonable time (usually one hour
or less), or if someone else offers to assist, no further action will be taken by the Coast Guard
beyond monitoring the situation. (3.B.5.¢c, 3.B.6.c.3). Butif there is no higher priority mission,
and if alternative capable assistance will not be on scene in a reasonable amount of time or there
has been no response to a Marine Assistance Request Broadcast (MARB) within a reasonable
time (usually 10 minutes), then the SMC may authorize you to assist. (3.B.5.d, 3.B.6.c.3,3.B.6.g)
Normally, the first responder on scene assists. (3.B.5.c.1(1)) If you arrive on scene nearly
simultaneously with a commercial provider, report to the SMC, remain on scene until you are







